
A RESOLUTION OF THE VENTURA SOCIAL SERVICES TASK FORCE

Whereas the mission of the Ventura Social Services Task Force is to end homelessness and take and/or support action on the city-approved recalibrated plan to end homelessness; and

Whereas the Ventura Social Services Task Force is composed of local experts involved in efforts to end homelessness, including representatives from both government and non-profit agencies and individuals committed to the cause; and

Whereas the Ventura Social Services Task Force has advised on homeless concerns for 16 years;

Whereas the recalibrated plan calls for the development of small, regulated shelters; and

Whereas there is a need for a shelter for homeless persons in the City of Ventura, as evidenced by the 124 individuals from Ventura who were provided shelter in the winter of 2014-2015; and

Whereas the City of Ventura has partially funded, in collaboration with the City of Oxnard and several social service providers, a Winter Shelter in each of the last several years; and

Whereas no organization has been specifically identified as having an approved plan to operate a shelter for the 2015-2016 winter, which is projected to be colder and wetter than recent winters; and 

Whereas SB2 mandates that the City of Ventura have policies and procedures that encourage and facilitate the development of, or conversion to, emergency shelters;

Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Ventura Social Services Task Force asks the Subcommittee on Homelessness of the Ventura City Council to:

1. Call an emergency meeting of the Subcommittee on Homelessness as soon as possible to address this crisis;

2. Direct staff to take the following steps:

a. Identify viable locations for winter warming shelter or shelters;

b. Identify sources of funding to operate such a shelter or shelters;

c. Analyze the permissibility of taking emergency action based on the potentially dire impact that the anticipated inclement weather will have on homeless individuals in our city; and

d. Assess steps that can be taken to expedite the processing of any applications and permits required to authorize any emergency or temporary re-zoning necessary to accommodate a shelter for the 2015-2016 winter; this includes the waiving of fees that would be charged to churches and organizations that are willing to respond to this crisis; and

3. Work with staff and take forward to City Council no later than October 12 agenda items that will facilitate shelter options sufficient to serve all of the individuals and families experiencing homelessness in the City of Ventura this winter.

